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Second. The number of hospital beds now available for the care of such cases. 

Third. The number of additional hospital beds needed for the proper care and 
treatment of such cases and the proper situation of such beds. 

Fourth. Whether such additional beds, if needed, should be supplied by addi- 
tions to or enlargements of existing general or other hospitals, or by providing new 
institutions designed for the purpose of treating nonpulmonary tuberculous cases 
exclusively. 

Fifth. How such additions to or enlargements of general or other hospitals, or such 
new institutions, if they are needed, should be financed and administered. 

The said department may hold such public or private hearings as it may deem 
proper for the purpose aforesaid, and shall report to the next general court, on or 
before the second Wednesday in January, with its conclusions and such recommen- 
dations and drafts of proposed legislation as it may deem expedient. To carry out 
the purposes of this resolve the department may expend a sum not exceeding $500. 

Syphilis — Prevention and Suppression of— Appropriation. (Ch. 47, Resolve Apr. 11, 

1916.) 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth 
a sum not exceeding f 10,000, to be expended under the direction of the State depart- 
ment of health in purchasing dioxy-diamino-arsenobenzol and its derivatives, or 
other substances of equal or greater value in the prevention of the transmission of 
syphilis, or in making investigations as to the practicability of manufacturing, or in 
manufacturing, the same for free distribution to boards of health, hospitals, dispen- 
saries, and physicians for use within the Commonwealth in the suppression of syphilis 
in such manner and subject to such rules and regulations as the State department of 
health shall prescribe. 

Tuberculosis — Subsidies to Cities and Towns for Indigent Patients. (Ch. 197, 

Act May 11, 1916.) 

Section 1. Chapter 597 of the acts of the year 1911, as amended in section 1 by 
section 1 of chapter 637 of the acts of the year 1912, and by chapter 57 of the general 
acts of the year 1916, is hereby further amended by striking out said section 1 and 
inserting in place thereof the following: 

Section 1. Every city or town which places its patients suffering from tuberculosis 
in a municipal or incorporated tuberculosis hospital in this Commonewalth, or in a 
building or ward set apart for patients suffering from tuberculosis by a municipal or 
incorporated hospital in this Commonwealth, shall be entitled to receive from the 
Commonwealth a subsidy of $5 a week for each patient who is unable to pay for his 
support, or whose kindred bound by law to maintain him are unable to pay for the 
same; but a city or town shall not become entitled to this subsidy unless, upon exami- 
nation authorized by the trustees of hospitals for consumptives, the sputum of such 
patient be found to contain bacilli of tuberculosis, nor unless, the hospital building 
or ward be approved by said trustees, who shall not give such approval unless they 
have by authority of law, or by permission of the hospital, full authority to inspect 
the same at all times. Said trustees may at any time withdraw their approval. In 
the case of those hospitals having a bed capacity which, in the judgment of the said 
trustees, is in excess of the number of beds needed for patients exhibiting tubercle 
bacilli in their sputum, in the localities which these institutions serve, the subsidy 
above provided for shall be allowed for such patients not exhibiting tubercle bacilli 
in their sputum as, in the joint opinion of the superintendent of the institution and of 
the State district* health officer of the district in which the hospital is situated, are 
bona fide cases of consumption and have been in the institution more than 30 days. 
Said trustees shall not approve claims for subsidy hereunder for more than 30 days 
prior to the date when notice is mailed to them that a subsidy in any given case is 
claimed. 



